
 

 

 

2018 Annual Catholic Appeal Announcement Weekend 
Homily by Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley 

Sunday, February 4, 2018 

Today we begin the 2018 Annual Catholic Appeal of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

It is through this appeal that we raise the financial resources to carry out the ministries 

of our Archdiocese.  The theme this year is, “Do all things for the Glory of God.”  The 

Annual Catholic Appeal gives each of us an opportunity to support the Catholic values 

we believe in, and live as a true disciple of Jesus by following His direction to serve 

others for the Glory of God. 

God blesses each of us with different talents that He has entrusted to us, which allows 

Him to call others to Christ and to service through us. Jesus calls each of us to preach 

the Gospel message not only with our words, but also by the lives we lead. Through the 

proceeds of the Annual Catholic Appeal, our individual call is paired with the call of 

others who encounter Jesus Christ.  

In today’s Gospel, Simon’s mother-in-law was sick with a fever. Jesus approached her, 

grasped her hand, and helped her up. The fever immediately left her, and she waited 

on them. Jesus took her hand, and His touch restored her to who God created her to be, 

a vessel which allowed His life to flow into hers. Jesus loved her in the midst of her 

sickness, and He lifted her up. The fever left and she began to serve. Jesus’ service to 

her immediately became her service to others. Healing is birthed in sickness, which 

awakens faith and hope in each of us. It reconnects us to the deepest center of 

ourselves, and through that center, to our God and our neighbor. The flow of life and 

love through the intimate communion of God, self, and neighbor results in the dignity 

of service.  
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To embody the humanity of service, we must be prepared to give our very best to 

whatever God calls us to do, and to do it all for the Glory of God.  Martin Luther King Jr. 

said, “If a man is called to be a street sweeper, he should sweep the streets the way 

Michelangelo painted, or Beethoven composed music, or Shakespeare composed 

poetry. He should sweep the streets so well that all the hosts of heaven and earth 

would pause and say, here lived a great street sweeper who did his job well.”  

Let us not overlook the job of the disciples in the Gospel reading, for scripture tells us 

“…When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to Him all who were ill or 

possessed by demons…” The disciples brought people to Jesus. We are all called to 

bring people to Jesus! The Annual Catholic Appeal is the primary mechanism for 

reaching out to all families across the archdiocese, asking us to join together in the 

joyful work of bringing people to Jesus.  

And what work is this? 

It is the work of reaching youth, young adults and college-age students, drawing 

them into a vibrant experience of Jesus. Their generation learns differently from 

previous generations and new ways of teaching and learning must be developed 

through actively listening and imagining.  

It is the work of forming leaders through the Blessed Stanley Rother Institute for 

Leadership Development. Together, we must raise up leaders at every level for 

effective ministry, teaching and formation. The institute provides skills and certificate 

training at beginner, intermediate and advanced levels for evangelization and 

catechetical training. 

It is supporting married and single parent Catholic families, through marriage 

preparation, marriage enrichment for couples, mentoring and personal support, 

support for single families, and respect for life. 
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It is a steadfast commitment to seminarians, deacon candidates, and religious. 

Each call to vocation is unique and special. This is so profoundly brought into clarity in 

the life of Blessed Stanley Rother, whose road to ordination was not smooth. The 

Church did not give up on him, even after he was asked to leave the first seminary. In 

1963 he was ordained a priest for the Church in Oklahoma, and in 2017 he was 

beatified as the first U.S. born martyr and priest. What would have happened if the 

Church had not supported him in his vocation?  

It is nourishing and supporting members of the clergy who walk with us in our 

sacramental journey. Funding supports continuing studies, formation and retreats, 

nurturing and encouraging the talents and gifts that our clergy have been given to 

better serve the Church. 

The Annual Catholic Appeal is our chance to better understand the work of the Church 

in Central and Western Oklahoma, and to give generously to the many ways we work 

together to bring people to Jesus to be healed, to grow in faith, to be loved 

unconditionally. 

Every gift of every amount is important to this Appeal. It is also important that all 

families and households participate in this effort. Please take some time today and 

throughout the week to consider how your family’s part in the Annual Catholic Appeal 

brings people closer to Jesus. I ask that you come to Mass next week prepared to make 

your pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal.  Please be as generous as possible.  

Thank you for your prayers, your gifts and for your commitment to “Do all things for 

the Glory of God.” 


